
Dear readers,

It’s a pleasure for me to introduce the 
work of our Ministry. We all want to 
protect the natural environment on which 
we and future generations depend. The 
Ministry is committed to the future.

It is true that Baden-Württemberg cannot 
manage the challenges in the key fields of the environment, 
climate protection and energy all on its own. But the policies 
we adopt can point one way forward to solving problems. 

The issues which are of special importance to us are:
• Sustainability strategy
• Climate protection
•  Resource efficiency, circular economy and environmental technology
• International cooperation
• Energy transition and the phase-out of nuclear power
• Soil protection
• Water conservation and flood protection 
• Nature conservation and maintaining biodiversity

We are pursuing policies in these fields for an intact environment, a healthy climate 
and a Baden-Württemberg which continues to offer a high quality of life to all.

Franz Untersteller, MP
Minister of the Environment, Climate Protection and the Energy Sector Baden-Württemberg, Germany

In 2011 a decision rooted in political and social consensus was taken in Germany 
to phase out nuclear power. Two nuclear reactors in Baden-Württemberg were 
shut down immediately and two more are scheduled to go offline in 2019 and 
2022. The task now is to ensure that the nuclear facilities are decommissioned 
and nuclear waste is stored safely. Baden-Württemberg is playing a leading 
role in both of these areas. A promising search for a permanent disposal 
site for highly radioactive waste has been launched at the state’s initiative. 
We have also taken important preparatory steps towards dismantling 
nuclear power plants. Considerable progress has been made in particular 
on dismantling the Obrigheim nuclear power plant. We have instituted 
transparent communication and participation structures throughout these 
processes to ensure public involvement. 

Baden-Württemberg adopted a Climate Protection Act in 2013 which, with the 
Integrated Energy and Climate Protection Plan (IEKK), provides a tool which 
helps cut CO2 emissions. We are committed to reducing our emissions to 90 % 
of their 1990 levels by 2050. We regard climate protection as one of the most 
important tasks of the future in order to ensure that we and future generations can 
continue to meet our needs. Baden-Württemberg aims to have a largely climate-
neutral administration by the year 2040. In fact, we have already successfully 
reduced emissions from state properties in particular. Together with California we 

launched the Under2 Coalition, the world’s biggest international commitment by 
sub-national governments to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Climate change and environmental damage do not stop at national borders. 
International cooperation in Europe and across the globe is an important 
aspect of our work. This is why we have permanent representation in Brussels 
and why we engage with current European Union policy making.

International meetings here in Baden-Württemberg and other countries are 
likewise integral to and important for the quality of our work. We work with 
others at the European level as one of the Four Motors for Europe, in the International 
Bodensee Conference, the Upper Rhine Conference, within the EU’s Strategy for the 
Danube Region and in the Assembly of European Regions.

The international fight against climate change is a key issue in our international cooperation. 
The Under2 MOU, which was initiated by us and California and has since been signed by 
over 200 sub-national governments, pursues one objective: to limit global warming to under 
2°C by reducing greenhouse gas emissions by up to 95 % or to maximum per capita  
annual emissions of less than 2 metric tons.
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Germany is moving towards a new energy system based on renewables, such as sun, wind and biomass. While the energy 
transition presents us with challenges, it also offers huge opportunities. The energy transition can help us modernise and 
make our state more attractive for business, contribute to protecting the environment and mitigating climate change, as 
well as improving the quality of life of everyone living in Baden-Württemberg.

The State of Baden-Württemberg fully supports this policy and is one of the driving forces behind 
the energy transition. Around one quarter of the energy used in Baden-Württemberg is now 
reliably provided from renewable sources. We have established an extensive network of 
advisory and support services for local authorities and businesses. In this way we are 
supporting greater use of renewable energies at the local level and improved energy 
efficiency in industry or in buildings.

We also aim to integrate our distributed and volatile energy generation with grid 
expansion, new storage system capacity and the opportunities offered by digitisation. 

The State Government’s nature conservation strategy provides us the 
means we need to conserve nature and maintain biodiversity. The 
nature conservation strategy defines specific objectives and measures. 
For example, we aim to create a state-wide biotope network on at least 
10 % of the state’s land area to create habitat corridors that connect local 
wildlife and communities of species. Our wetland scheme also makes an 
important contribution to climate protection. The State Government’s 
special biodiversity enhancement scheme will promote additional area 
action and effectively complement the nature conservation strategy. 

Over 1,000 designated special protection areas, the Black Forest National 
Park and the Swabian Alb and Black Forest Biosphere Reserves demonstrate 

that nature conservation is important in Baden-Württemberg. Around 17 % of 
the area of Baden-Württemberg is included in the European Union’s Natura 2000 

network of nature protection areas. Landscape conservation associations have been 
established in almost all the state’s districts. Their aim is to conserve and develop the 

cultural landscape and to mediate between people and nature.

The soil is a finite resource which is so precious simply because human beings, 
animals and plants cannot live without it. We need intact soils for the sustainable 
production of healthy food and as a filter and medium for storing water and removing 
impurities. These soil functions are threatened by contamination, erosion, humus 
loss, compaction and land development. The important task of protecting and 
remediating soils involves taking samples in a dense network of measuring stations. 
We have set up a register of contaminated sites which shows where industrial and 
commercial land may pose risks to human health or the environment. We run an 

incentive scheme for the remediation of derelict soil to enable previously contaminated 
sites to be reused as an alternative to greenfield development.

We are implementing the European Union’s Water Framework Directive to meet our ambitious objective of 
restoring the ecological and chemical status of our waters. Our aim is to conserve the quality of the 

groundwater and improve the condition of our surface waters. Protection schemes for groundwater, 
re-naturalisation measures on rivers and lakes as well as stringent water laws are the main tools used 

in this context.

Pharmaceutical residues, household chemicals and other trace substances present new and 
difficult challenges for water management which, in particular circumstances, we are tackling 
by enhancing existing sewage treatment plants. We are now working on the more recent issue 
of microplastics in inland waters.

And we are also investing heavily in flood protection. We are protecting local communities 
located in riparian zones by constructing retention basins and dams and by creating more 
floodplain space for water. We have also built a close-meshed flood forecasting and warning 
network for this purpose which is capable of giving early warnings to the population. Effective 

flood risk management can help to reduce the effects of flooding.

Baden-Württemberg has very few natural resources of its own. The dependence of our businesses on imported raw materials and 
the in many cases irreparable damage to the environment caused by excessive global material extraction have placed resource 
efficiency and environmental technology at the heart of our policy making. Innovative environmental technology conserves the 
natural environment and resources. The growth market for environmental technologies also presents opportunities for innovative 
companies in Baden-Württemberg. We founded Baden-Württemberg’s Environmental Technology and Resource Efficiency Agency 
(Umwelttechnik BW) to promote environmental technologies by coordinating activities in Baden-Württemberg and promoting 
the transfer of knowledge between business and science. In collaboration with industry we have set up an industrial resources 
strategy think tank for strategic issues relating to raw materials and resource efficiency.

We regard waste as a resource which can be recycled, reclaimed or used as a valuable source of energy. We only dispose of 
waste which can no longer be recycled. All waste disposal complies with the very highest environmental standards. With 
an efficient and innovative circular economy we aim to reclaim even more materials in the future and thereby reduce our 
dependence on imported raw materials.

Sustainability is one of the Baden-Württemberg State Government’s guiding principles. 
The aim of Baden-Württemberg’s sustainability strategy is to protect and conserve our 
natural environment and our economic and social development. 

The strategy covers topics which are of importance to society as a whole, such as “climate and energy”, 
“resources”, “education for sustainable development” and “sustainable consumption and sustainable lifestyles”. 
We have established the State Government’s Advisory Council for Sustainable Development as a source of guidance and 
ideas. The Council is made up of representatives from civil society who address urgent issues relating to sustainable ways of living. 
The State of Baden-Württemberg produces regular sustainability and indicator reports which review the progress being made 
towards sustainable development. These reports ensure that the measures taken as part of the sustainability strategy are specific, 
measurable and verifiable. The State Government also sets an example in the fields of sustainable procurement, construction and IT.
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